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Rhetoric and Reality. The Internet
Challenge for Democracy in Asia
Posted on April 1, 2005 by Editor
Review by Jeffrey Barlow <barlowj@pacificu.edu>
Editor, Interface
Indrajit Banerjee (ed.). Rhetoric and Reality. The Internet Challenge for Democracy in Asia.
Singapore: Eastern Universities Press, 2003
The nature of collections of individual essays often is that they present a broad view but no
unifying perspective.  This work, however, has a strong editorial voice, a very useful introduction,
and is part of a series with an overt purpose.  The purpose is, as Banerjee states:
Everywhere in the world, the advent of the Internet has been seen as a new catalyst for
political freedom and democracy. Scholars and pundits have acclaimed the birth of the
Internet as a new dawn of global democracy and have hailed the Internet as an
insurmountable threat to authoritarian regimes. This book constitutes a humble effort to
assess the veracity of these claims in the Asian context. (p. 1)
The countries discussed, by highly accomplished local voices, include China, India, Indonesia,
Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. Each of these chapters
gives a marvelous perspective on the impact of the Internet in each country, focused sharply on
the question of the consequences for the development of democracy.
The credentials of the authors vary, but most are either scholars who study the Internet
professionally, or are in the legal profession of their respective states.  One is a journalist, and
most are prolific observers of their countries and the local impact of the Internet.
The authors’ findings, of course, vary, as do the histories, cultures, and current political
economies of the nations themselves.  But each chapter is well worth reading, whether one is
interested in the impact of the Internet (Each chapter gives an introduction to the beginnings of
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the Internet in the respective countries.) or in local political control over the Internet.  Each
chapter also gives an overview of the development of legal, and sometimes, extra-legal controls
exercised by local governments.
We learn, for example, that although each of the countries’ governments tends to see the
Internet as an opportunity for economic growth, they also see it as a threat to control or stability,
and usually exercise a wide variety of subtle and not so subtle means of reining it in.  India,
although a mature democracy relative to other Asian states, has, for example, used tax
investigations to punish particularly influential voices.  Others, like China, attempt to control the
distribution of and access to electronic materials.
The book has many worthwhile chapters, but the most important one is Banerjee’s introduction,
“Internet and Democracy in Asia: A Critical Exploratory Journey.”  It is particularly significant, I
think, for American readers.
Americans will encounter here a very different perspective on the international development of
democracy.  One soon sees, for example, that Banerjee believes that democracy will take many
forms in the future, and that he has some real doubts about the present directions of American
democracy, seeing it as a “thin” or “plebiscite” democracy which has become more a process
than a means of achieving equality and justice (p. 6).  Accordingly, it is less than the full
democracy he hopes will eventually take root in Asia.
Readers interested in either the international impact of the Internet, or in the larger question of
how it will impact the development of democracy, can learn much from this work. Those
anticipating doing business dependent upon electronic communications in all or part of Asia will
also find it relevant.
Reviewed by Jeffrey Barlow
Editor, Interface
This entry was posted in Uncategorized by Editor. Bookmark the permalink
[http://bcis.pacificu.edu/interface/?p=3107] .
dating
on January 30, 2014 at 11:34 AM said:
Thank you to your sharing! I have the same problem.
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headlines
on January 30, 2014 at 1:57 PM said:
Awesome talk! Thank you so significantly for hosting Great.
Kenneth Beemon
on January 30, 2014 at 6:14 PM said:
Simply want to say your article is as astonishing. The clarity in your put up is simply
spectacular and i can think you’re knowledgeable in this subject. Well together with your
permission allow me to seize your RSS feed to stay updated with approaching post.
Thank you one million and please carry on the rewarding work.
plotka
on February 1, 2014 at 1:47 AM said:
Awesome talk! Thank you so significantly for hosting Great.
wydarzenia
on February 1, 2014 at 3:53 AM said:
Awesome talk! Thank you so a lot for hosting Great.
9ja
on February 3, 2014 at 1:33 AM said:
“Great, thanks for sharing this article post.Appreciate it Once again and again. Terrific.”
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temat
on February 3, 2014 at 1:54 AM said:
Hmm it seems like your web site ate my very first comment (it was quite long) so I guess
I am going to just sum it up what I had written and say, I’m thoroughly enjoying your
blog. I as well am an aspiring blog writer but I’m even now new to everything. Do you
have any recommendations for novice blog writers? I’d absolutely appreciate it.|Woah!
I’m incredibly loving the template/theme of this blog. It is simple, yet effective. A lot of
times it is complicated to have that “perfect balance” among user friendliness and visual
appearance. I must say you’ve done a superb work with this. Also, the blog loads
extremely fast for me on Safari. Outstanding Blog!|Do you mind if I quote two your
articles as extended as I offer credit and sources back for ones site? My blog internet
site is during the same area of interest as yours and my traffic would really benefit from
lots of the details you supply here. Please allow me know if this alright with you. Thank
you!|Hi would you mind letting me know which webhost you are using? I’ve loaded your
blog in Three several web browsers and I need to say this blog loads much faster then
most. Can you recommend a great internet hosting provider at a sincere price? Thanks,
I enjoy it!|Fantastic internet site you have right here but I was wanting to know in case
you knew of any discussion boards that cover the exact same topics talked about here?
I’d incredibly love to be a component of community wherever I can get guidance from
other experienced people that share the exact same interest. If you have any
suggestions, please let me know. Numerous thanks!|Hey! That is my very first comment
here so I just wanted to give a quick shout out and say I really enjoy reading your blog
posts. Can you recommend any other blogs/websites/forums that go over the same
topics? Enjoy it!|Do you’ve a spam dilemma on this website; I also am a blogger, and I
was curious about your situation; we have created some nice practices and we are
searching to exchange approaches with other folks, please shoot me an email if
interested.
nigeria social network
on February 4, 2014 at 10:18 AM said:
Hello there, You’ve done a very good job. I am going to actually digg it and personally
recommend to my friends. I am certain they’ll be benefited from this website.
